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A Meeting 

Valerie Jobling 

Edmond Burke's papers are deposited in the Central Library in 
Sheffield and the Library had been generous enough to give us a large room 
in which to work on them. 

Professor Copeland the editor of The Correspondence of Edmond 
Burke (the first project to be contemplated) was only in England every other 
year, meanwhile, as his assistant, 1 was left in charge. 

In 1965 1 was struggling with a draft Burke was thinking of sending to 
Marie-Antoinette and, what with Burke's French and my own, 1 was having 
difficulty when the door opened and Michel was ushered in. 

In my long life (1 am now 90) 1 have known many charming and 
scholarly people but 1 was quite unprepared for Michel. He was not only 
charming and scholarly but a complete joy. 

He was writing his dissertation on Burke and was not only bilingual 
but completely at home in the English 18th Century. Needless to say he 
sorted out Burke's draft with competence and no fuss and immediately 
became one of our team. 

He had a wicked sense of humour and 1 remember one day in 
particular when 1 was with Michel at an English-speaking party in Menton. 
Everyone was speaking to him in pidgin English and he was nodding and 
smiling when somebody asked what he did - he taught - yes, but where 
and what ? He kept it up for sorne time before admitting he was actually a 
professor of English at Nice University. 

In his later years he started working on the Brontë sisters. 1 couldn't 
imagine a less likely partnership and 1 think 1 told him so. To do hi rn justice 
1 think he was trying to come to terms with the north of England. 

Nothing 1 can say gives credence to Michel - he was such a 
delightful and loveable persan. The world is a poorer place without him. 




