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Guns 

William D. Ehrhart 

Ancien Marine devenu militant pacifiste, 

écrivain, poète, journaliste, se situe dans la 

tradition des  écrivains ‘engagés’ américains. 

Il a notamment publié de nombreux recueils de 

poèmes, ainsi que des autobiographies : 

Vietnam-Perkasie : A Combat Marine Memoir 

(1983), Going Back : An Ex-Marine Returns to 

Vietnam (1987) et Passing Time: The Memoir of a 

Vietnam Veteran Against the War (1989). 

Titulaire d’un Ph. D., il enseigne l’anglais et 

l’histoire à Philadelphie. 

Again we pass that field 

green artillery piece squatting 

by the Legion Post on Chelten Avenue, 

its ugly little pointed snout 

ranged against my daughter's school. 

"Did you ever use a gun  

like that?" my daughter asks,  

and I say, "No, but others did.  

I used a smaller gun. A rifle."  

She knows I've been to war. 

"That's dumb," she says,  

and I say, "Yes," and nod  

because it was, and nod again 

because she doesn't know.  

How do you tell a four-year-old 

what steel can do to flesh?  

How vivid do you dare to get?  

How explain a world where men  

kill other men deliberately  

and call it love of country? 

Just eighteen, I killed 

a ten-year-old. I didn't know. 

he spins across the marketplace 

all shattered chest, all eyes and arms. 



 

Do I tell her that? Not yet, 

though one day I will have  

no choice except to tell her  

or to send her into the world  

wide-eyed and ignorant.  

The boy spins across the years 

till he lands in a heap 

in another war in another place 

where yet another generation 

is rudely about to discover 

what their fathers never told them. 

[Reprinted from Beautiful Wreckage: New & Selected 

Poems by W. D. Ehrhart, Adastra Press, 1999, by 

permission of the author.] 

 

Custer's Last Fight, Engraving by A. R. Waud, 

(1886 ?) 



 

 

Alfred Waud's, Pen & Ink, (1886 ?) 
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